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Burrinja acknowledges the Traditional Owners, the Wurundjeri 
and Boon Wurrung people of the Kulin Nation, on whose lands 
we live, work, and play. We pay our respects to Elders past, 
present and emerging and extend our respect to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people from all nations of this Land. 
Sovereignty has never been ceded.  
It always was and always wil l be Aboriginal land.

We a lso acknowledge and thank our d iverse LGBTQIAPBS+ 
elders,  leaders,  t ra i lb lazers,  and act iv ists who have worked 
hard for  the r ights of  LGBTQIAPBS+ people and to create 
safer  spaces and societ ies.



The Queer Art  Col lect ive (QAC) pro ject  engaged young 
LGBTQIAPBS+ indiv iduals in creat ing a co-designed piece 
of  temporary publ ic art .  S imultaneously,  QAC hosted var ious 
arts-based events that  welcomed LGBTQIAPBS+ indiv iduals 
of  a l l  ages.  
Together,  these act iv i t ies created a dynamic intersect ion of 
socia l  connect ion and creat iv i ty.  
The fo l lowing report  conta ins data f rom post-pro ject 
assessments examin ing the pro ject ’s impact on part ic ipants 
and the community at  large.  
QAC was an 18 month pro ject  del ivered by Burr in ja Cul tura l 
Centre,  wi th partnership f rom VicHeal th through the Big 
Connect program. Burr in ja is  supported by Creat ive V ictor ia, 
and in partnership wi th Yarra Ranges Counci l .

Q U E E R  A R T 
C O L L E C T I V E 

2 O 2 2 - 2 O 2 3
page 1



Burr in ja’s strategic p lan inc ludes two 
major focus areas -  ‘championing 
mult ip le vo ices and cul tura l  va lues’ 
and ‘strengthening community through 
art ’ .  The organisat ion is  s i tuated in the 
unique metro-regional  context  of  Yarra 
Ranges, and i ts  work is  responsive to 
th is context .  The QAC project  is  an 
integra l  contr ibut ion to Burr in ja’s long-
term v is ion,  which a ims to fac i l i tate 
meaningfu l  connect ions between local 
communit ies and play a key ro le in the 
cul tura l  and community development of 
the region.

Through a dedicated th ink-tank 
with young people,  as wel l  as i ts 
community-engagement process in 
developing a new strategic p lan,  Burr in ja 
perceived a lack of  opportuni ty and an 
underrepresentat ion of  LGBTQIAPBS+ 
voices with in the communit ies of  the 
Dandenong Ranges. I t  was not iced that 
there was a lack of  connect ive t issue 
between these communit ies,  especia l ly 
wi th in the youth sector.  Further,  the 
intense per iod of  lockdowns and socia l 
iso lat ion f rom the COVID-19 pandemic 
has resul ted in s igni f icant ly  d imin ished 
leve ls of  community connectedness. 
A l l  of  th is converges in the Queer Art 
Col lect ive pro ject ,  and many of  these 
factors drove the design of  th is pro ject 
wi th a strong socia l  impact focus.

“Increasing representation, 
especially on a local level 
with local names and faces, 
is incredibly important in 
preventing the “othering” 
of a group. It ’s easy to hate 
an anonymous label,  but 
witnessing queer joy and 
expression locally not only 
helps prevent demonisation 
but also gives other queer 
people,  especially those 

isolated or not out,  a 
beacon to look to and feel 
seen so that maybe taking 
the leap towards visibility 
won’t be so scary.” 

–  Part ic ipant
QAC’s v is ion was to strengthen and 
deepen socia l  connect ions among 
young LGBTQIAPBS+ (a lso referred 
to as queer )  indiv iduals,  through art 
exper iences.  The pro ject  was designed 
and del ivered by Burr in ja’s QAC 
Faci l i tator,  Gülsen Özer.  Özer pr imar i ly 
worked with Burr in ja’s Creat ive Director/
CEO, Gareth Hart ,  and Lead Art ist  Tay 
Haggarty to rea l ise th is v is ion.  

The pro ject  centred art ists and 
fac i l i tators wi th a l ived exper ience of 
queerness and del ivered a curated 
program of  workshops, per formances, 
events and exper iences.  Predominate ly 
designed to support  socia l 
connectedness for  young queer people 
aged 18 – 26 years o ld,  QAC fostered 
a range of  intergenerat ional  queer 
connect ions,  engaging part ic ipants aged 
14 – 60+.

“I  think that connecting 
different generations of 
queer people has been 
invaluable.  It ’s important 
young people get the 
chance to see people like 
themselves at different 
stages of l ife,  and for older 
queer folk to see the social 
progress that is helping 
queer youth to thrive.” 

– Participant

CONTEXT: QUEERNESS IN MELBOURNE’S OUTER EAST AND 
BURRINJA’S RESPONSE
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Page 3 image: On Day 2 of the QAC public artwork project 
creative development in 2023. Courtesy of Burrinja.
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QAC can be categor ised into three 
strategic pro ject  stages:

Stage 1 :  Programm ing and 
event  del ivery

Design and del ivery of  15 creat ive 
events,  spanning workshops, 
per formances, f i lms, guest art is t 
presentat ions and community d inners. 
Programmed by Faci l i tator  Gülsen Özer, 
th is ser ies of  events brought key queer 
art is ts and leaders f rom the V ictor ian 
creat ive sector to Burr in ja to del iver  a 
ser ies of  h ighly engaging events.

Stage 2:  Co-design process 
for a new temporary public 
artwork

Lead Art ist  Tay Haggarty fac i l i tated 
a four-month creat ive development 
process.  W ith in th is,  12 young queer 
people were contracted to co-design 
a new piece of  publ ic art .  Compr is ing 
a four-day creat ive development, 
ongoing one-on-one mentor ing by Lead 
Art ist  Tay Haggarty,  and a synthesis of 
ideas f rom young people resul t ing in 
the conceptual isat ion of  the artwork 
Carabiner Bench (Nature found no fau l t 
wi th me) .

Stage 3 :  Instal lat ion and 
act i v at i on  of  public  artwork

The Lead Art ist  and QAC Faci l i tator 
worked with young people,  stakeholders 
and manufacturers to del iver  and insta l l 
the Carabiner Bench  at  Bi rds land 
Reserve,  Belgrave Heights.  The work 
was act ivated by a range of  publ ic 
events,  inc luding launch events,  a poetry 
reading day and an onl ine exhib i t ion.

Ongoing throughout project 

Over the 18 months of  th is pro ject , 
QAC’s col laborat ive efforts extended to 
partnerships with local  organisat ions, 
resul t ing in the del ivery two major youth 
Queer Formal  events.  Addi t ional ly,  QAC 
served as a referra l  hub, br idging the 
gap between queer art is ts and heal th 
and arts organisat ions seeking queer 
col laborators.

“QAC has  real ly  help ed 
b roaden my mind to 
the opportunit ies  and 
p ossib i l i t ies  that  exist 
within  the surround ing 
community.  Pr ior  to  this 
I  would  have expected 
to  need to  travel  to  the 
inner  sub urbs  perhaps to 
exp erience any p roject 
s imi lar.  I t  has  d eep ened 
my connect ions  to  the 
community  and expanded 
my appreciat ion for  both 
uniq ue and  shared  q u eer 
exp eriences .” 

–  Part ic ip ant
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Page 5 image: QAC collaborators and lead artist Tay Haggarty on a photo walk during project creative development, 2023. 
Photography by Gülsen Özer.
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QAC 2022-2023
+May 2022: Queer Col lage party 
fac i l i tated by Aaron Bi l l ings (P ink Ember)

+June 2022: Theatre per formance of 
‘BOOBS’ by Sel ina Jenkins

+July 2022: Queer New Wor lds 
per formance and art ist  presentat ion by 
Sarah Ward & Bec Matthews (Fat  Fru i t 
Product ions)

+August 2022: Queer Col lage party 
fac i l i tated by Aaron Bi l l ings (P ink Ember)

+September 2022: Story Shar ing wr i t ing 
workshop with author Roz Bel lamy

+October 2022: Pronoun badge-making 
workshop and socia l  get-together

+November 2022: Queer Shorts – QAC 
x RAPA (Ranges Academy of  Per forming 
Arts )  short  f i lm screenings

+February 2023: Tay Haggarty and 
col laborators work on temporary Publ ic 
Artwork creat ive development process

+March 2023: Tay Haggarty and 
col laborators converge at  the V ictor ian 
Pr ide Centre to f ina l ise the temporary 
Publ ic Artwork design

+Apr i l  2023: Eco-bath bomb workshop, 
fac i l i tated by Dels i

+May 2023: Peter  Waples-Crowe guest 
art is ts presentat ion

+August 2023: Polymer Pr ide earr ings 
workshop, fac i l i tated by Dels i

+September 2023: Min i  Happiness Hacks 
workshop, fac i l i tated by Dels i

+October 2023: Carabiner Bench (Nature 
found no fau l t  wi th me)  Artwork launch 
event at  Bi rds land Reserve,  featur ing l ive 
per formance by Mi l ler

+October -  December 2023: ‘Fu l l  F lush’ 
Onl ine group exhib i t ion by young QAC 
col laborators

+October 2023: QAC Carabiner Bench 
Art  Party,  featur ing l ive per formance, DJ, 
and act iv i t ies

+November 2023: QAC queer poetry 
reading, he ld at  the Carabiner Bench .

A l l  of  these act iv i t ies prov ided opportu-
n i t ies for  connect ion through food, such 
as queer community d inners,  lunches, 
and morning or af ternoon teas.

“I  wanted to be part 
of  this  ambitious and 
timely project  because 
it  genuinely put queer 
community and connection 
f irst .  This  is  a  project  I 
wish I  had access to as a 
queer youth l iving in a 
regional  town.”

– Lead artist

“My daughter was 
struggling to f ind her 
tribe.  I  remember asking 
her after the f irst  event 
we ever went to,  How did 
you f ind that? Would you 
come again? To which she 
responded,  Yes,  I  feel  l ike  
I  am around people like me.”

-  Participant

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
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Page 7 image of artist Zero performing at the Carabiner Bench launch afterparty, 2023. Photography by Cathy Ronalds.



(ENGAGED)



INSIGH TS INTO CO- DESIGN AND CREATIVE 
DEVELOP MENT
In  2022, Burr in ja appointed exper ienced 
art ist  Tay Haggarty to work with 12 
young part ic ipants (as col laborators)  in 
co-designing a new piece of  temporary 
publ ic art .  These young creat ives came 
together to col laborate and create a 
unique depict ion of  what i t  means to 
be queer in the year 2023. Through a 
combinat ion of  h istor ica l ,  contemporary, 
and publ ic art  perspect ives,  the group 
explored complex concepts surrounding 
gender,  sexual i ty,  menta l  heal th and 
queer joy. 

Throughout the co-design and workshop 
process,  col laborators engaged in a 
range of  act iv i t ies:  movement workshop, 
lecture presentat ion,  shar ing meaningfu l 
objects and creat ive response tasks. 
Part ic ipants a lso explored and 
contr ibuted to the ‘Queer ing the Map’ 
onl ine resource.  

As the process unfo lded through the 
workshops, conversat ions deepened 
through an exploratory col lage 
workshop, which drew on prev iously 
explored themes. Si te v is i ts  to local 
townships further contextual ised the 
artwork’s creat ion.  col laborators were 
then ass igned a homework task to 
submit  an idea for  a publ ic artwork 
based on the i r  interests and exper iences 
(through QAC, yet also more broadly in life).
Indiv idual  catch-up sess ions were 
fac i l i tated by the lead art ist  and the 
pro ject  fac i l i tator,  a l lowing for  in-depth 
d iscussions on col laborators’  ideas.  

At  the f ina l  creat ive development sess ion 
held at  the V ictor ian Pr ide Centre in 
March 2023, Tay Haggarty presented 
and ref lected on col laborators’  ideas and 
proposed a developed concept for  the 
temporary publ ic artwork,  synthesis ing 
and adopt ing var ious e lements f rom al l 
youth col laborator proposals.
Subsequent ly,  col laborators t rans i t ioned 
into smal ler  work ing groups based on 
the i r  interests.  These groups focused 
on cr i t ica l  aspects such as the form 
of  the artwork,  colour/aesthet ic 

considerat ions,  s i te locat ion,  and the 
overa l l  exper ience and associated 
publ ic programs. Through th is process, 
young col laborators were integra l  to 
the resul t ing artwork’s overa l l  des ign, 
aesthet ic,  exper ience, and act ivat ion.

The resul t ing artwork was cal led 
Carabiner Bench (Nature found no fau l t 
wi th me) . 

“Being  involved within 
the p ub l ic  art  p roject 
was  an incredib le  and, 
unfortunately,  quite 
rare  op p ortunity  that  I 
feel  p r iv i leged  to  have 
b een involved  in .  I t  has 
a l lowed me to  exp and 
my connect ions  and 
relat ionships  within  my 
community  and reach 
b eyond  to  feel  l ike  I  have 
mad e a  posit ive  imp act  for 
others  l ike  myself  wh o I 
d on’t  know b ut  who might 
connect  with  our  work.” 

–  Part ic ip ant
QAC col laborators: 
Aubar ino
Ben Guerr ine
Damian McKenna
Em/Ol l ie  Constance
Jordan Mor ise
Jordan Treadwel l
Kate Ki lduff
Lachlan Wyness
Louis Jenkin
Poppy/Gideon Adams
Zal i  Mustafa
Zeth Cameron
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Page 9 image from QAC carabiner making activity, part 
of public artwork creative development process, 2023. 
Photography by Tay Haggarty.
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“The benefits  to 
the young people 
involved in the 
project  are clear  
-  they were able to 
meet l ike-minded 
young people, 
make professional 
connections,  be a 
part  of  a  large-scale 
public  art  process, 
and see their  work 
legit imised by the 
wider community.” 

–  Guest artist
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Images: Public artwork creative development,  
2023. Coutesy of Burrinja. 



“ The venerabi l i ty  and 
ce lebrat ion of  the 
Queer Temporary 
Public  Art work 
experience helped 
me feel  more rooted 
to  and within  the 
co mmunity.  
My involvement  has 
helped me feel  l ike 
there ’s  a  space for  me 
i n  this  community  and 
even an appreciat ion.” 

–  Part ic ipant

Images: Top right: Public artwork creative development, 2023. Coutesy of Burrinja. 
Bottom right: Queer poetry reading event at Carabiner Bench, 2023. Photography by Cathy Ronalds. 



+Faci l i tated 23 events,  foster ing a 
peer-to-peer network and enhancing 
part ic ipants’  socia l  connect ions and 
sense of  belonging. 
+Faci l i tated two interact ive art  act iv i t ies 
at  Pr ide Formal  events (managed 
by a broader consort ium of  serv ice 
prov iders) ,  connect ing with 180 queer 
young people aged 12-19.
+Engaged 53 LGBTQIAPBS+ indiv iduals 
aged 18-25. 
+Engaged 143 LGBTQIAPBS+ indiv iduals 
aged 12-19 or 26+. 
+Faci l i tated over 200 socia l  connect ions 
between young, queer- ident i fy ing people
+Col laborated with 32 art ists. 
+Reached over 16,000 audience 
members,  inc luding non-LGBTQIAPBS+ 
indiv iduals,  ident i f ied a l l ies,  part ic ipants’ 
fami ly  members,  and other support 
people who attended QAC events or 
v iewed the temporary publ ic artwork at 
Bi rds land Reserve dur ing i ts  3 months 
d isplay per iod. 
+16,132* people compr ised a broadcast 
audience who accessed the pro ject 
through QAC web emai l  subscr ipt ions, 
associated webpages, socia l  media, 
local  news art ic les,  and onl ine art 
edi tor ia ls . 
+Successfu l ly  implemented a co-design 
approach, uni t ing LGBTQIAPBS+ 
indiv iduals,  resul t ing in the creat ion and 
publ ic exhib i t ion of  ar twork .
+Generated a prominent publ ic artwork, 
spark ing conversat ions with in the 
broader community. 
+Fostered intergenerat ional  connect ions 
and chal lenged stereotypes,  contr ibut ing 
to broader narrat ives around art  and the 
queer exper ience.
+Produced an onl ine exhib i t ion and 
col laborator-designed and pr inted a 
tee shi r t ,  wi th proceeds support ing 
fundra is ing for  Indigenous LGBQTIA+SB 
organisat ion,  Black Rainbow.

MAJOR OUTCOME:  
THE CARABINER BENCH
The resul t ing temporary publ ic artwork 
is  a sculpture and communal  seat 
t i t led Carabiner Bench (Nature found 
no fau l t  wi th me) .  The form represents 
a large carabiner shape spl i t  into three 
sect ions and welcomes v iewers to weave 
into the sculpture and take a seat to rest 
and ref lect .  
 
The carabiner is  a longstanding wearable 
symbol  wi th in the queer community.  
Pre- internet,  th is ut i l i tar ian i tem was 
of ten seen hold ing a set  of  keys and 
placed strategica l ly  on a person’s bel t 
or  bag as a s igni f ier  of  queerness and 
desi re to connect.  The work a ims to 
embody th is h istor ic intent ion and act as 
a cata lyst  for  posi t ive connect ions. 

The t i t le  and locat ion for  the artwork 
are inspi red by the many col laborators 
who va lued the importance of  nature as 
a p lace of  respi te.  Thei r  sent iment is 
expanded on by prominent wr i ter/queer 
theor ist  Les l ie  Fe inberg,  who, in h i r 
book Stone Butch Blues,  wr i tes,  Nature 
held me c lose and seemed to f ind no 
fau l t  wi th me.  
 
B i rds land Reserve made for  a f i t t ing 
locat ion to d isplay the artwork:  a 
natura l  sanctuary for  local  and v is i t ing 
communit ies.  The warm yel low used in 
the artwork evokes a fee l ing of  comfort 
in nature,  wi th reference to the sun’s 
natura l  warmth.

QAC ACH IEVEMENTS
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* SOURCE: Combination of Estimated readership of print 
and digital editions. Via Google Analytics, Mailchimp and 
Facebook Insights. 

Page 13 image from Carabiner Bench (Nature found no 
fault with me) public launch, 2023. 
Photography by Cathy Ronalds.



(CELEBRATED)

“When you proudly 

celebrate a minority  

group it sends a strong 

message that what makes 

them special doesn’t have 

to be a secret or kept in 

the shadows.”

- Lead artist



part ic ipat ion in creat ive processes 
through a queer lens and l ived 
exper ience. This design choice led 
to much conversat ion and impact 
around the va lue in cul t ivat ing queer 
joy – at  an indiv idual  and community 
leve l .  Part ic ipants and stakeholders 
both shared ins ight fu l  feedback about 
the strength of  publ ic art  in enabl ing 
queer joy wi th in publ ic spaces.  This is 
exempl i f ied in the fo l lowing feedback: 
“The pro ject  was strongly col laborat ive 
and innovat ive.  I t  used publ ic art  and 
place-making to promote inc lus ion and 
ref lect ion and ra ise awareness of  the 
exper ience of  LGBTQIA+ indiv iduals in 
the wider community.”

“QAC helped to open minds and bui ld 
appreciat ion for  the creat iv i ty  inherent  
in the queer exper ience.”

Response trend # 3:  Personal 
growth and empowerment
At every stage of  th is 18-month 
pro ject ,  QAC has centred on people: 
young people’s exper ience, the 
power of  socia l  connect ion,  and the 
importance of  personal  express ion.  I t 
is  unsurpr is ing then, that  part ic ipants 
have exper ienced very strong outcomes 
in personal  growth,  empowerment,  and 
development.  Young people shared 
with us the i r  growth in se l f - rea l isat ion, 
fee l ing more va lued to have a voice,  and 
developing stronger se l f -bel ie f  and se l f -
acceptance. This is  exempl i f ied in the 
fo l lowing feedback: 
“ I  can’t  fu l ly  put into words the va lue 
of  QAC. I ’ve connected with peers and 
learned so much about mysel f  as a non-
binary indiv idual .”

“QAC al lowed me to express mysel f 
in  a way I  hadn’t  before,  more openly 
and f ree ly.  I  be l ieve i t  gave me more 
conf idence.. .  a l lowing me to be open 
with my sexual i ty,  has posi t ive ly 
impacted my menta l  heal th.”

+100% of part ic ipant feedback indicated 
that  QAC contr ibuted posi t ive ly  to an 
increase in the i r  socia l  connect ions.
Respondents a lso reported that  the 
increased socia l  connect ion gained 
through QAC posi t ive ly  impacted the i r 
da i ly  l i fe  outs ide of  QAC. 

+100% of col laborator feedback 
indicated that  they fe l t  that  the i r 
ideas were va lued and that the i r  QAC 
exper ience had prov ided them with new 
and benef ic ia l  l i fe  changes. 

Re spons e trend #1 :  Social 
co n nect io n & inclusion
Feedback gathered f rom QAC 
part ic ipants and stakeholders te l ls 
an overwhelming story about the 
importance of  th is pro ject  in fee l ing 
connected to others,  community,  and 
place.  As a pr imary focus of  the overa l l 
pro ject ,  i t  is  ev ident that  center ing the 
socia l  aspects of  workshops and events 
( i .e.  through the presence of  community 
d inners)  he lped people fee l  connected 
and inc luded. This is  exempl i f ied in the 
fo l lowing feedback:
 
“ I  fee l  more accepted, part icu lar ly  in my 
own head, in the queer community.  
I  have somet imes doubted my degree of 
belonging and va l id i ty  wi th in the queer 
community.  The posi t iv i ty  and respect 
I  have exper ienced with in th is pro ject 
f rom queer people helped immensely to 
rebut these fee l ings.”

“ I  was somewhat wary of  d isplay ing 
my queerness in community spaces 
before QAC, and so to begin th is 
journey surrounded by community was 
inva luable.  I ’m aware I  st i l l  ex ist  in a b i t 
of  a bubble,  but I  fee l  far  less a l ienated 
seeing the posi t ive responses to the 
publ ic artwork and fee l  l ike I ’m help ing 
that  bubble to expand.”

Response trend #2: Queerness and 
creativity
A secondary a im of  the pro ject  was 
to centre engagement wi th and 

IM PACT
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Page 15 image: DJ Eadie at Carabiner Bench Launch 
after party, 2023. Photography by Cathy Ronalds.



(EMPOWERED)

“My QAC experience 
has allowed me to 
understand that Queer 
Art activism deeply 
nourishes the soul.  
This has been a 
catalyst in my life, 
in having tough 
conversations with 
people who don’t 
understand me and 
knowing my worth.  
I now feel like I’ve 
grown into being 
proud of who I am.”

- Participant



The Queer Arts Col lect ive promotes 
appreciat ion for  the inherent creat iv i ty 
of  the queer exper ience. Part ic ipat ing 
in th is pro ject  s ign i f icant ly  improved the 
wel l -being,  conf idence, and engagement 
of  LGBTQIAPBS+ indiv iduals in the arts. 

By br inging the community together,  the 
pro ject  he lped to combat the iso lat ion 
and lonel iness that  LGBTQIAPBS+ 
indiv iduals of ten exper ience, prov id ing 
opportuni t ies for  pr ide and appreciat ion 
of  the posi t ive aspects of  being queer. 

The in i t iat ive a lso helped to create a 
better  understanding of  LGBTQIAPBS+ 
issues through publ ic art ,  opening doors 
for  future pro jects. 

“ I  gave an art ist  ta lk and had dinner 
wi th members of  QAC. As an Indigenous 
queer art is t  I  thought i t  was important. 
Creat ing safe spaces for  the LGBTQ+ 
community to meet and to interact 
improves the socia l  and emot ional 
wel lbe ing of  the community.”

The intensive workshops that  focused on 
creat iv i ty  had a s igni f icant posi t ive effect 
on the conf idence and creat ive pract ices 
of  the group members.  This is  ev ident 
in the creat ion of  numerous pro jects 
and artworks that  were inspi red by the i r 
shared exper iences.  
 
These endeavours sparked conversat ions 
advocat ing for  susta ined support  of  the 
LGBTQIAPBS+ community.  The pro ject 
has ra ised awareness of  the queer 
community in the local  area,  foster ing a 
greater  appreciat ion for  emerging art . 
 
The pro ject  has posi t ive ly  impacted 
socia l  inc lus ion,  wi th last ing effects 
beyond i ts funded per iod. Notably:

+Young part ic ipants mainta in 
communicat ion through a WhatsApp 
group and socia l  media,  foster ing 
ongoing connect ions.

+Cont inued socia l  interact ions outs ide 
the pro ject ,  such as attending bi r thday 
part ies and art  events,  demonstrate 
susta ined re lat ionships.

+Discussions are underway for  funding 
a Queer Choir  in 2024, showcasing 
ongoing col laborat ion between Burr in ja 
and QAC part ic ipants.

+Structura l  changes at  Burr in ja, 
inc luding s ignage and amenit ies, 
contr ibute to a more inc lus ive 
env i ronment for  gender-diverse 
indiv iduals.

+ Increased cul tura l  awareness with in 
Burr in ja ensures susta ined inc lus iv i ty 
pract ices.

+ Inc lus ion of  at  least  four QAC events in 
Burr in ja’s annual  programming.

+Awarding Burr in ja studio res idencies to 
two young QAC col laborators support ing 
the i r  ar t is t ic development.

+Discussions between Burr in ja and QAC 
col laborators about a queer- focused 
exhib i t ion and ongoing commitment to 
support ing grassroots arts act iv i t ies 
wi th in the community.

“Thanks so  much for 
invit ing  us  to  be  a  p art  of 
QAC,  i t ’s  such a  b eautiful 
n ight  and  there  is  so  much 
heart  and  love that  goes 
into  making i t  sp ecial . . . 
you real ly  make everyone 
feel  l ike  they matter.”

-Guest  art ist
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IM PACT continued

Page 17 image: Uncle Ringo Terrick gives a Welcome to Country at QAC temporary public artwork launch, 2023.  
Photography by Cathy Ronalds.



(VALUED)



The resounding voices captured in 
th is report  aff i rm that the Queer Art 
Col lect ive has not only created a 
space for  se l f -express ion but has 
a lso ign i ted a movement for  change, 
acceptance, and celebrat ion with in the 
LGBTQIAPBS+ community. 

QAC has successfu l ly  cu l t ivated 
profound socia l  connect ions, 
ce lebrated divers i ty,  and prov ided 
a v i ta l  space for  LGBTQIAPBS+ 
indiv iduals.  The pro ject ’s dedicat ion 
to representat ion,  inc lus iv i ty,  and the 
celebrat ion of  queer creat iv i ty,  coupled 
with ongoing efforts to normal ise 
queerness,  underscore i ts  long-term 
importance. 

The broader impact on the community 
and the posi t ive in f luence on 
indiv iduals’  da i ly  l ives h ighl ight  the 
s igni f icance of  pro jects l ike QAC in 
creat ing spaces that  ce lebrate and 
support  the LGBTQIAPBS+ community. 
 
Th is evaluat ion informs ongoing 
improvements,  ensur ing QAC 
cont inues as a beacon of  queer art is t ic 
express ion.  Whi le a lso underscor ing 
the need for  susta ined advocacy 
and proact ive work in ensur ing 
LGBTQIAPBS+ inc lus ion and support 
to thr ive.

CONCLUSION
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“QAC has 
shown me 
that success 
can manifest 
through my 
queerness, not 
despite it, and 
shown me the 
power we have 
to create our 
own spaces.” 

– Participant

Page 19 image: QAC pronoun badge making workshop, 2022. 
Courtesy of Burrinja.



(IMPACTED)



Artwork: Carabiner Bench (Nature found no fault with me) by Tay Haggarty and QAC collaborators (2023).  
Image by Cathy Ronalds, during artwork’s display in Birdsland Reserve, Belgrave Heights, 2023.
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